with an especially close relationship to the Catholic parts of Germany like Bavaria, the Rhineland, and the Catholic countries of Southwest Germany which were partly provinces of the Austrian Monarchy.
Foreign Influences and Austrian Formations
The wide expanse of the Austrian Monarchy resulted in various influences on thought and ideas, knowledge and intellectual life, philosophy and theology. But there were also special Austrian conditions and formations grown up since the 17th century. Perhaps the most important was the "Austro-Catholicism" that arose as a result of the Counter-Reformation in Austria since its beginning in the later 16th century and of the decline of the Bohemian opposition of the noble estates and the Bohemian Protestantism by the victory of Ferdinand II on the White Mountain in 1620. Thereafter Catholicism and Habsburg autocracy had triumphed elsewhere in the Habsburg dominions except Hungary, which was mostly under Turkish rule until the end of the 17th century. R. J. W. Evans has written about the alliance of the Habsburg dynasty, the new Catholic aristocracy, and the Catholic church.
2 The result of this triple alliance was what he called "AustroCatholicism". Another specifically Austrian formation was the "Pietas Austriaca", i.e. the baroque form of Catholicism and Catholic piety with its culmination under Leopold I (1640-1705).
3
The close connection between the Hereditary lands and Italian territories like the duchy of Milan appears to be the most important reason for Italian influences on Austria. In Italy began the "Innocentian turn", first under Innocent XI, elected pope in 1676, who was one of the most important popes of the 17th century, and afterwards under Innocent XII. The "Innocentian turn" was a turn against baroque Catholicism in remembrance of the 16th-century Council of Trent and its mostly unfulfilled reformatory efforts. 4 This re-establishment of the Tridentine reforms was one of the foundations and motifs of Catholic
